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MAN AMOK.
Palm lsland Tragedy
Story ll_lnquirr.

TOWNSVILLE (Q.). Thursday.

Atﬁlmnmm
terial inguiry into the Palm
Island tragedy this morning, be-
fore Mr. G. A. Cameron, P.M.,
Dr. Oharles Maitland-Pattison gave
a graphic account of the shooting.

The inqnlr{ is into the death of Rob-
ert Curry, who ran amok and blew up
two children, Edna and Robert Curry,
nad shot Dr, and Mrs. Maitland-Patti-
son, before he himsclf was shot by an
‘aborigine.

“‘Mrs. Pattison and I retired on the
night before the tragedy at 11
o’clock,’’ said Pattison in evidence.
‘T was awakened shortly before 1 a.m.
by a rifle shot, which came from the
front verandah, and smashed the jug
and basin on the washstand. I jumped
out of bed, and heard another report,
and felt a stinging pain. I fell, and
in & semi-conscious condition became
aware that Curry was standing strad-
d]e-]eggad over me. He was bootless,
and the muzzle of his rifle was within
three or four inches of my face.

‘I did not move an inch, and pre-
sently Curry laughed and gave me &
couple of kicks and moved away. More
shots rang out in ﬂuinlt succession, and
then Curry jumped over the verandah
sand disappeared.’’

Wife Dremsed Wounda.

Ten minutes later, said Pattison, he
heard his wife moaning, and as he
eould not move, becauso of his wounds,
his wife erawled ovor to him and dress-
ed them. Next day he was removed to
hospital.

Inspector Loch: Did rou at any time
instruct one of the aborigines to shoot
Curry where Curry shot yvouf

Pattison said he had no recollection
of having used the worda., His rela-
tions wit G“E\r wora absolutely friend-
ly up to last Christmas, when a differ-
ence gccurred, end Curry assaulted him.
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ence oceurred, and Curry assaulted him.
As & result a magisterinl inquiry was
held at Palm Island about & week be-
fore the trapedy.

Cross-examined by Mr. K, Ownly (for
Curry's family), witness denied arm-
ing the nativea, or instrucling them to
shoot Curry,

After Mra, Patlison hnd given evi

dence the inquiry was adjourncd.
- = ——e —




